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and by the Assize of Clarendon. Possibly it witnessed several
of the other reforms, the effect of which we see in the work of
Ranulf Glanvill, and which form a step in constitutional
progress the importance of which cannot be exaggerated. The
Becket struggle itself only indirectly affects the constitution,
and that in ways which belong chiefly to other principles now
being worked out.

III. The coronation of the younger Henry is the link
which connects the second and third epochs of the political
history of the reign. It was the most important of the series
of events which led to the archbishop's death, and also of
those which led to that unhappy estrangement between the
king and his sons in which the age saw Becket's death avenged.
The design of securing the succession of England for his family
appears to have had in Henry's mind a greater importance
than is easily realized, seeing that practically there was no
competitor. It is probable that, like Canute and William the
Conqueror, he saw the hopelessness of attempting to found an
empire on the union of his territories, and had an early purpose
of dividing them. The practice of securing for the heir-
apparent the confirmation of his title by the homage of the
barons was natural enough, although the effect of it was, as
he had seen in his own case, very uncertain. This was, however,
very early negotiated, and both the child William and the
child Henry received the recognition. But the history of
France suggested a stronger and safer expedient : in that
country, since the accession of the reigning dynasty, it had
become a custom for the son to be crowned before his father's
death, in accordance with many, and those calamitous,
precedents in the Empires East and West. This plan was
adopted by Henry II in the case of his eldest surviving son :
after being contemplated for some years, it was carried out
under the most unfortunate circumstances, and had the most
unfortunate results. The young king became a centre of
disaffection among the barons whom the great quarrel between